Orange County

Ceilidh
Newsletter of the Orange County Branch of the RSCDS
Volume 40, No. 6 November/December 2022
Visit our website at www.rscds-oc.org
“For naught can cheer the heart sae weel, As can a canty Highland reel” — Robert Fergusson

Greetings from the Chair
We are well into our fall dance
season, which kicked off with the
Interbranch Dance in September, featuring the music of our local band,
the SO-CALedonians. Thanks to the
hard work of Anthea Macdonald and
her miscellany sales team, the dance
showed a profit of over $350! Next
year’s Interbranch Dance will celebrate the 100th anniversary of the RSCDS and the World Day of Dance.
Members of the Orange County branch performed at
the annual Tustin Tiller Days Festival in early October.
See page 3 for a photo and article. Please plan to join
us on December 10th, for our annual Andrew Rankine
Memorial Christmas Ball, featuring the music of one of
our favorite bands, Flindrikin. Before that, you will have
the opportunity to open the local ball season by attending
the LA Branch’s St. Andrew’s Ball on November 26th.
Plans are well under way for the 2023 Burns Supper
and Ball, which will be held on January 28th at the
Torrance Woman’s Club and where we will dance to the
music of Andy Imbrie, Judi Nicolson and Ian Nicolson.
This year the ball will be jointly hosted by the Orange
County, Los Angeles and San Gabriel Valley branches.
Look for a flyer in November to reserve your place.
Save the date! On May 6, 2023, the Orange County
Branch will celebrate both our 40th anniversary and
the 100th anniversary of RSCDS with a formal ball.
Details will be forthcoming in the new year, but this
will be a very special event. Meanwhile, I hope to
see many of you at all the upcoming dances.
Terri Speakman, Chair

Orange County Classes
MONDAY

Annex at Tustin Legacy
Building E, Room E103
15445 Lansdowne Rd., Tustin
Interm/Adv 7:30 – 9:30 p.m.
Bob Harmon: (714) 774-8535

WEDNESDAY

Columbus-Tustin Activity Center
17522 Beneta Way, Tustin
Beginning 7:00 – 8:15 p.m.
Intermediate 8:15-9:30 p.m.
Connie Walker: samanthasem@yahoo.com

FRIDAY

Columbus-Tustin Activity Center
17522 Beneta Way, Tustin
Interm/Adv: 7:30 – 9:30 p.m.
Pat Zschoche: swisslassie@hotmail.com
Note: Classes require enrollment through Tustin Parks and
Recreation (www.tustinca.org)

The Next Big Event

Andrew Rankine
Memorial
Christmas Ball
December 10, 2022
Tustin Senior Center

Music by Flindrikin

HERE

Calendar of Events

October 2022
30
Asilomar Ball Review, Hirschi School of Dance
Arts, 1012 N. Tustin Ave., Anaheim, 4:00-6:00 p.m.
RSVP to Connie Walker (samanthasem@yahoo.com)
November 2022
12
Branch Beginner Dance, 7:00 p.m., Tustin Senior
Center (recorded music)
December 2022
10
Andrew Rankine Memorial Christmas Ball, 7:00
p.m., Tustin Senior Center, live music by Flindrikin
January 2023
14
Branch Dance, 7:00 p.m., Tustin Senior Center
(recorded music)
28
Burns Supper and Ball, Torrance Woman’s Club,
music by Andy Imbrie, Judi Nicolson & Ian
Nicolson
February 2023
11
Branch Beginner Dance, 7:00 p.m., Tustin Senior
Center (recorded music)
March 2023
11
Branch Dance, 7:00 p.m., Tustin Senior Center
(recorded music)

THERE

October 2022
29
LA Branch Halloween Dance, 7:00 p.m. First
Christian Church, Studio City (recorded music)
November 2022
26
LA Branch St. Andrews Ball, El Segundo Masonic
Lodge, El Segundo. Dinner 6:30 p.m., Grand
March, 7:30 p.m. Music by Andy Imbrie, Janet
Kurnick and Patty Van Winkle
December 2022
31
L.A. Branch Hogmanay Dance, El Segundo
Masonic Lodge. Dancing 5:00 p.m., ring in the New
Year at 9:00 p.m. (recorded music)

ELSEWHERE
February 2023
10-12 Edmonton Caledonian Branch Workshop and Ball,
Chateau Lacombe, Edmonton, AB. Music by Tartan
Ties
17-19 Aloha Winter Weekend, Honolulu. Info at rscdshawaii.org. Guest instructor, Jeanne Moody, music by
The Humuhumunukunukuapua‘a and Strathspey
Society Band
April 2023
21-23 Winnepeg Branch 50th Anniversary Workshop and
Ball. Teachers: Linda Henderson and Jim Stott;
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Music by Mary Ross, Janette Polson & Ron Krug

Minutes of the COM of August 21, 2022
Meeting Highlights:
•
Treasurer’s Report: Current balance in the
checking account is $9715, the Scholarship Fund
has $2346.
•
Membership: 2022-2023 membership is 28
adults and 28 associate members.
•
Randi Kraemer has coordinated with the city of
Tustin on our rentals of the Senior Center and the
2022 permit has been updated.
•
It was voted to not hold a dance next May due to
low attendance and attendant financial losses at
dances, especially the Games dance and AGM.
•
Musicians for the 2023 Burns Ball are booked but
no decision has been made yet about the location.
•
It was decided to hold our 40th Anniversary
Dance in April and various venues will be
investigated.
•
It was proposed to offer branch logo merchandise
through the Red Bubble website. Requires setting
up a PayPal account and updating the logo.
•
Kay Hamilton has volunteered to be our branch
social media representative.
There will be a special meeting of the COM on
September 18, 2022 to discuss 40th Anniversary plans.
The next regular Committee of Management meeting
will be held on November 13, 2022. Copies of the full
minutes of the meeting are available from Recording
Secretary Randi Kraemer.

Minutes of the Special Committee meeting
of September 18, 2022
Meeting Highlights:
•
Proposed dance dates for 2023 were discussed for
submission to the city of Tustin. The 40th
Anniversary Ball will be May 6, as the second
Saturday in April is Easter weekend, and the other
Saturdays in April are booked for other branches’
dances.
•
It was voted to charge $40 for dancers and $30
for non-dancers at the 2022 Christmas Ball.
•
Many venues were discussed as possibilities for
the Anniversary Ball. Many do not have a large
enough dance floor or are too expensive. Further
investigation will be done.
•
Connie Walker has contacted several musicians
about playing. Waiting for responses.
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Tustin Tiller Days

On Sunday, October 2, 2022, a group of Orange County Scottish country dancers performed a demonstration at the Tustin Tiller Days festival under the wonderful direction
of Pat Zschoche. The city had two stages with activities. We had a good audience at our
stage. Unfortunately, it was a small, uneven stage, so we had to be very careful not to trip
and fall over the uneven flooring as we danced. We did have a few trips, but fortunately, no
falls! There was not enough room to invite the audience up to participate in some dances
after the demo, and it would not have been a good idea with the uneven stage, but it looked
like a good time was had by all. Flyers with information about our group were available.
Hopefully it will raise awareness about our activities and bring in some new people.
Connie Learn

The Duke and Duchess of Edinburgh
Can someone be a ruling monarch and a duchess
at the same time, or, for that matter, both a prince
and a duke? This is exactly what has
been happening for the 70 years
that HM Elizabeth II reigned.
In recognition of the wedding
of HRH Princess Elizabeth to
HRH the Duke of Edinburgh,
the 40-bar reel, “The Duke and
Duchess of Edinburgh,” was
devised in 1948 by Allie Anderson
and Florence Lesslie. Later it was
published in RSCDS Book 39.
At the same time, King George VI
recreated the Duchy of Edinburgh,
pronouncing the newlyweds Duke
and Duchess. HRH became known as
The Princess Elizabeth, Duchess of Edinburgh until
her accession in 1952. The Duchy of Edinburgh, a
dukedom associated with Scotland’s capital, has been
Orange County

Ceilidh

created or recreated three times since 1726, and the
most recent holder was HRH Prince Philip, Royal
Consort. After Prince Philip’s death, the title passed
to Prince Charles (as the eldest son)
and since Prince Charles became
King, the title reverts to the Crown,
leaving the new King Charles III free
to create it again for Prince Edward.
Sir Christopher MacRae,
KCMG, author of the text “Dance
Information” at Scottish Country
Dance Dictionary, recalls watching
the 1953 coronation. He also reports
that on the 60th anniversary of the
Queen’s coronation a dance named
“Lilibet’s Strathspey” was submitted
to Buckingham Palace. The Queen
herself, patron of RSCDS, was
delighted with the strathspey from deviser Carole
Skinner of Toronto RSCDS Association. Lilibet was
King George’s term of endearment for his daughter.
Karen Kerman
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Scenes from the Interbranch Dance
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David Niven and Me;
The Glasgow Highlanders and the
Highland Light Infantry
First question: Did you know that The Glasgow
Highlanders’ dance is not only a uniquely choreographed strathspey but is also the name of a famous
Scottish regiment? Second part of first question: Is
my memory correct that I saw it danced at Asilomar,
stretching from one end of the hall to the other?
Second question: What do David Niven and I have
in common? Not very much actually, except that both
of us had a connection to the Glasgow Highlanders.
Many years ago, I was an army cadet in the 9th
battalion of The Glasgow Highlanders territorial regiment which was attached to the Highland
Light Infantry, “Glasgow’s Own” commonly known
as the H.L.I. and humorously as the “Glasgow
Keelies”. Both regiments were headquartered in the
Shakespeare Street barracks, Maryhill, Glasgow.
By an amazing coincidence, twenty or so years
earlier, the actor David
Niven was stationed
at the Shakespeare
barracks as an officer
in the Highland Light
Infantry. Niven was
of Scottish descent
with a military family
background and
was five years old
when his father was
killed during WWI
at Gallipoli. When
Niven graduated from
Sandhurst Military
College in 1930, he
was assigned to the
H.L.I. which was a disappointment, as it
was not a kilted regiment, they only wore
trews. However, his military career did
not last long as he resigned his commission and became a movie actor, ending up
in Hollywood in 1934. His movie career
lasted about 50 years, during which he
starred with many famous actors such as
Doris Day and Errol Flynn. He returned
to active service in Britain in WWII.
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Glasgow Highlanders Cap Badge

As a Glasgow
Highlanders’ cadet, I
participated in training and parades at
Shakespeare Street
and on weekends
on the Ayrshire
coast where there
were still wooden
barracks used
by Commandos
in WWII.
The Glasgow
Highlanders and the
H.L.I. were formed
in the late 1800s
and soon found

themselves in
action overseas in Egypt,
South Africa
(Boer War)
and WWI and
WWII. Both
regiments were
disbanded and
merged with
other Scottish
Regiments
in 1958.
Highland Light Infantry Cap Badge

I believe The Glasgow Highlanders
dance dates to the 1880s and it
takes little imagination to picture
a huge ballroom filled with hundreds of dancers, officers and men
from the Glasgow Highlanders
and the H.L.I. dancing in dress
uniform with their ladies.
The cap badge on my Tam
O’ Shanter reads “Glasgow
Highlanders” and below “9th.Btn.
H.L.I.” with a Sphinx commemorating “Tel El Kabir”, a battle in Egypt.
Norm McCallum
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ABC’s of Scottish Country Dance
to
In any alphabet pertaining to Scottish country dance
the letter “D” would not be complete without some reference to our most prolific dance devisor John Drewry.
However, John stands alone. Out of fairness to him and
his plethora of dances, there must be a separate rendering.
So hang in there, John. We’ll do you justice in the future!
Devisors whose names start with “D” number 13
on the devisor’s page at Scottish Country DancingDictionary website. We may not recognize the personal
names, but many dances are familiar. Lewis N. Derrick
gave us “Eileen Watts Strathspey” plus 125 more! That
popular reel “Bauldy Bain’s Fiddle” was created by John
Bowie Dickson, who also produced “The Chairman”,
the triangular “Wind on Loch Fyne”, “Pinewoods Reel”
with its reference to the North American pine woods
and the camp in Massachusetts,
and the “Luckenbooth Brooch”
with its symbolic meaning
of love and devotion. The
entwined St. Andrew Cross,
thistles, and hearts protected
all from “evil spirits”, and the
dance’s reels, turns, and figure
of eight certainly suggest this
union of symbols.
The strathspey “Culla Bay” has returned to our
program, and fittingly, Ann Dix devised it. She also
created “Miss Eleanor”, another strathspey.
Logically, many on the alphabetical list of “D” dances
start with some form of the word “dance”. Again, there
are far too many to enumerate. However, others like
“Deil Amang the Tailors”, “Dreamcatcher”, “Duke
of Atholl’s Reel”, “Domino Five”, “Double Trouble
Triangles” and “Diamond for Belfast” are favorites
and/or familiar to us here.
“Diamonds Are Forever,” a jig from the Los Angeles
50th Anniversary Book, was devised by LA teacher
Roberta Gotfried to commemorate a significant anniversary of her parents (and dancers) Roz and Gil.
I knew I couldn’t get away without mentioning any
of John Drewry’s dances! One that fits this frame of
reference is “Dunsinane”, which brings us to locations
in Scotland. Names of numerous places begin with the
syllable “dun”, which designates “hill,” “fortress,” or
6

“mound” in Gaelic. Placed in the center of a word—as
in Edinburgh—it carries the same meaning.
Dunsinane, alternately Dunsinnan, translates as “the
hill of ants” in one source while another names it “hill
of the breasts”. This 1012-foot peak in the Sidlaw Hills
is 8 miles northeast of Perth and close to the kirkton
of Collace. “Macbeth’s Castle”, a sizeable, strong, lateIron Age fort at the summit, references Shakespeare’s
play. However, no archaeological evidence found here
connects with Macbeth or anyone else in the mid 11th
century.
This is noted as the traditional site of the 1054 battle
where Siward, earl of Northumbria, defeated Macbeth.
Some believe this also is the location of Macbeth’s last
battle, defeated and slain by Malcolm Canmore in 1057.
Actually, this latter battle occurred at Lumphannan near
Aberdeen.
Dunfermline, an ancient town of cobblestone streets
and spires, “…has always been at the heart of Scotland’s
history.” It was once home to kings and queens, and
long before Iona became the favored burial ground of
monarchs, deceased rulers were carried here—Scotland’s
forgotten ancient capital.
Here we meet another “Dun” location. And that
element of the word refers to the rocky outcrop, which
is the site of King Malcolm’s tower. Secondly “ferm”
may be an alternative name for nearby Tower burn. Or
it may signify something to do with taxes exacted on the
land. “Iann” translates as “land”. So we have “fort on
the taxed land” as a possible rendering.
First settlement in this area of Fife, just north
across the Firth of Forth from Edinburgh, occurred
in Neolithic times, and a millennium later this region
began to show importance as a community. In the 10th
century a small chapel, founded by the Culdee order of
Celtic monks, was present.
However, Dunfermline’s history really began in 1069
with the marriage of Scottish King Malcolm Canmore
and (Saint) Margaret, an Anglo-Hungarian princess.
Orange County Ceilidh

November Branch Beginner Dance
November 12, 2022, Dancing 7:00 p.m., Recorded Music
Tustin Senior Center, 200 C Street, Tustin
Cost: $12 Members; $15 Non-Members
The Machine Without Horses
In Mr. McGregor’s Garden
Bridge of Nairn
Lady in Red
College Hornpipe

J
R
S
J
R

B
I
B
I
B

Book 12
Prest/LA 50th
Book 13
Book 48
Book 20

Roaring Jelly
He Built a Crooked House
Monymusk
The Wild Geese
Culla Bay
The Provost Wynd

J
R
S
J
S
R

B
I
B
B
A
B

Foss/Glendarroch
Kuipers/Yankee
Book 11
Book 24
Book 41
RSCDS/2nd Grd Bk

The Lady Wynd
The Peat Fire Flame
Miss Jane Muirhead
of Dunsmuir
The Aviator
The Reel of the Royal Scots

J B Goldring/G&S 2
R A Drewry/Bon Accord
S B Winter/SF
J I Book 52
R B RSCDS/Leaflet

Malcolm III founded
it as a new seat for
royal power, creating
the township as the de
facto capital until the
early 1600s. While he
built a castle stronghold
on strategic ground,
Margaret established a
Benedictine priory and a
“Queensferry” to transport devotees across the
Firth. Dunfermline was
on the map!
As a tribute to his mother, King David I enlarged
Queen Margaret’s modest priory, and it became an
abbey in 1128. After Margaret’s canonization in 1250,
another expansion included her shrine. Nowadays, the
Abbey, where a swathe of Scottish monarchs is buried,
combines two architectural elements: the 12th century
abbey nave and the 19th century New Abbey Church.
The latter houses the grand tomb of Robert the Bruce.
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Andrew Rankine Memorial Christmas Ball
December 10, 2022, Dancing 7:00 p.m.,
Buffet Supper at first intermission
Tustin Senior Center, 200 C Street, Tustin
Cost: $40 Dancers; $30 Non-Dancers
Music by Flindrikin
The Wild Geese
The Mathematicians
Monymusk
Best Set in the Hall
Bridge of Nairn
The Cape Breton Hornpipe

J
R
S
J
S
R

B
A
B
I
B
I

Book 24
Gray/Tweeddale 2
Book 11
Book 46
Book 13
Inglis/25 for 25

Granville Market
He Built a Crooked House
Gypsy Dreams
Roaring Jelly
A Summer Meeting
In Mr. McGregor’s Garden

J
R
S
J
S
R

B
I
I
B
I
I

RSCDS/2nd Gr Bk
Kuipers/Yankee
Glasspool/An Itch
Foss/Glendarroch
Book 48
Prest/LA 50th

Waverley
College Hornpipe
Bonnie Stronshiray S
IP’s Farewell to Auchterarder
Bohemian Reflections

J
R
I
J
R

I
B
B
A
B

Book 15
Book 20
Campbell/Glasgow
Hamilton/Leaflet
Book 51

Adjacent to the Abbey stands the
facade of Malcolm’s royal palace,
which began as the abbey guesthouse.
Luxuriously furnished because it
often served as a royal residence, it
was rebuilt by James VI and given to
his wife. An heir—future Charles I—
was born here in 1603, and his son
Charles II was the last royal to use the
palace in 1651. Nonetheless, for six
centuries Dunfermline functioned as
the center of Scottish history, leaving
a tangible legacy, albeit ruins, to be
experienced today. Fife Pilgrim Way
walking route presents another chance to relive this
time as part of the ancient route traveled by pilgrims
between Dunfermline Abbey and the religious hub of
St. Andrews.
“As part of the Platinum Jubilee Civic Honours,
Dunfermline was awarded city status 20 May 2022.” It
has become a major service center for west Fife and
holds much of Scotland’s history within its boundaries.
Karen Kerman
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OC BRANCH SCHOLARSHIPS
Revised 2020
The Branch has established a scholarship fund
to encourage the development of Scottish Country
Dancing teachers, dancers, and musicians in Orange
County, and to provide
opportunities for Southern
California Scottish Country
Dancing dancers to experience
high quality live music both
as listeners and as dancers.
To be eligible for a dance
scholarship, the applicant
must be a current member
of the Orange County
Branch and be presently attending class regularly
for at least one year. Preference will be given to
applicants interested in pursuing teacher training.
To be eligible for a musician scholarship, the
applicant must be a resident of Southern California,
have demonstrated an interest in playing Scottish
Country Dancing music, and should play an instrument relevant to Scottish Country Dancing, such as
accordion, fiddle, keyboard, piano, recorder, etc.
If not deliverable, return to:
The Orange County Branch of the
Royal Scottish Country Dance Society
8361 Castilian Dr., Huntington Beach, CA 92646
Volume 40, #6, November/December 2022
Editor:		
Terri Speakman
Email:		
tjspeakman@verizon.net
Thanks to all contributors!
THE ORANGE COUNTY CEILIDH IS
PUBLISHED 6 TIMES PER YEAR.
Deadline for the January/February Ceilidh is
December 1, 2022.

Applications are available on the branch website
and at branch dance classes. Applicants must provide
information on how the funds will be used and
will need to provide documentation of attendance.
Requests must be received at least 30 days before the
funds are needed. Awards will be limited to a total of
$500 a year. Requests and awards will be confidential. Scholarships will be granted without attention to
race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity,
color, nationality, ancestry, age, or place of origin.
The dance scholarship is
in honor of Orange County
Branch founding member and
long-time dancer Dorothy
Craik. The musician scholarship
is in honor of Andrew Rankine,
a noted accordionist, composer and renowned Scottish
Country Dancing band leader.
If you are interested in applying, send your application to Scholarship Committee,
c/o RSCDS-Orange County Branch, 8361Castilian
Dr., Huntington Beach, CA 92646 or email to chair
Terri Speakman at tjspeakman@verizon.net.

